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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as much as we recognize
what has happened and is developing
there in Indonesia, especially in this
province of Aceh where great democra-
tization or, I suppose, having a better
relationship with the central govern-
ment in Jakarta, there are a couple of
things I want to share with my col-
league.

That is not all. Indonesia happens to
be the fourth most populous country in
the world. Indonesia also is the largest,
most populous Muslim country in the
world, with some 223 million people
there. And they are Sunni Muslims. I
want to share that with my colleagues
as a point of interest.

I think it was just last week that, if
the media reports are accurate, Indo-
nesia also just recently signed a $1 bil-
lion arms trade agreement with Russia.
That is a real twist there in terms of
what is happening in the Asia-Pacific
region and why this country ought not
be neglected in terms of our interest
and what we should be doing to work
closely with the leaders of Indonesia or
Jakarta, for that matter.

Indonesia is going through transition
and some very serious problems. I indi-
cated earlier about the serious prob-
lems it had had with the province of
West Papua. West Papua is part of In-
donesia. It was a former colony of the
Dutch. Then the dictator, Suharto, by
use of military force colonized West
Papua again, if you want to put it in
those terms.

The largest gold mining operation in
the world happens to be in West Papua
in this province in Indonesia. It is tre-
mendously rich in terms of minerals
and oil and all these things that are
part of this country.

As much as I want to express that
sense of hope that the resolution to
some 30 years of war, this revolt be-
tween the people of Aceh and Indo-
nesia, I just want to express a sense of
concern to my colleagues that the situ-
ation in West Papua is still not clear,
and I sincerely hope in the coming
weeks and months that President
Susilo Yudhoyono will be more forth-
coming in terms of the commitment
that he has made.

I want to thank the Government of
Indonesia for allocating some $2 bil-
lion, hopefully, finally, after some 50 or
60 years of not even giving the time of
day for the needs of the people of West
Papua, some $2 billion to build an in-
frastructure, to provide better schools,
better roads, better hospitals. I sin-
cerely hope that President SBY will
follow through with this commitment
concerning the province of West Papua.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 238.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CALLING ON GOVERNMENT OF
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
TO RELEASE CERTAIN PRIS-
ONERS AND END SUPPRESSION
OF UYGHUR PEOPLE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 497) express-
ing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Government of
the People’s Republic of China should
immediately release from custody the
children of Rebiya Kadeer and Cana-
dian citizen Huseyin Celil and should
refrain from further engaging in acts of
cultural, linguistic, and religious sup-
pression directed against the Uyghur
people, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 497

Whereas the protection of the human
rights of minority groups is consistent with
the actions of a responsible stakeholder in
the international community and with the
role of a host of a major international event
such as the Olympic Games;

Whereas recent actions taken against the
Uyghur minority by authorities in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and, specifically, by
local officials in the Xinjiang Uyghur Auton-
omous Region, have included major viola-
tions of human rights and acts of cultural
suppression;

Whereas the authorities of the People’s Re-
public of China have manipulated the stra-
tegic objectives of the international war on
terror to increase their cultural and reli-
gious oppression of the Muslim population
residing in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region;

Whereas an official campaign to encourage
Han Chinese migration into the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region has resulted in
the Uyghur population becoming a minority
in their traditional homeland and has placed
immense pressure on those who are seeking
to preserve the linguistic, cultural, and reli-
gious traditions of the Uyghur people;

Whereas the House of Representatives has
a particular interest in the fate of Uyghur
human rights leader Rebiya Kadeer, a Nobel
Peace Prize nominee, and her family as Ms.
Kadeer was first arrested in August 1999
while she was en route to meet with a dele-
gation from the Congressional Research
Service and was held in prison on spurious
charges until her release and exile to the
United States in the spring of 2005;

Whereas upon her release, Ms. Kadeer was
warned by her Chinese jailors not to advo-
cate for human rights in Xinjiang and
throughout China while in the United States
or elsewhere, and was reminded that she had
several family members residing in the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region;

Whereas while residing in the TUnited
States, Ms. Kadeer founded the International
Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy Foun-
dation and was elected President of the
Uyghur American Association and President
of the World Uyghur Congress in Munich,
Germany;
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Whereas two of Ms. Kadeer’s sons were de-
tained and beaten and one of her daughters
was placed under house arrest in June 2006;

Whereas President George W. Bush recog-
nized the importance of Ms. Kadeer’s human
rights work in a June 5, 2007, speech in
Prague, Czech Republic, when he stated:
‘“Another dissident I will meet here is
Rebiyah Kadeer of China, whose sons have
been jailed in what we believe is an act of re-
taliation for her human rights activities.
The talent of men and women like Rebiyah
is the greatest resource of their nations, far
more valuable than the weapons of their
army or their oil under the ground.”’;

Whereas Kahar Abdureyim, Ms. Kadeer’s
eldest son, was fined $12,500 for tax evasion
and another son, Alim Abdureyim, was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison and fined
$62,500 for tax evasion in a blatant attempt
by local authorities to take control of the
Kadeer family’s remaining business assets in
the People’s Republic of China;

Whereas another of Ms. Kadeer’s sons,
Ablikim Abdureyim, was beaten by local po-
lice to the point of requiring medical atten-
tion in June 2006 and has been subjected to
continued physical abuse and torture while
being held incommunicado in custody since
that time;

Whereas Ablikim Abdureyim was also con-
victed by a kangaroo court on April 17, 2007,
for ‘‘instigating and engaging in seces-
sionist’ activities and was sentenced to nine
years of imprisonment, this trial being held
in secrecy and Mr. Abdureyim reportedly
being denied the right to legal representa-
tion;

Whereas two days later, on April 19, 2007,
another court in Urumqi, the capital of
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, sen-
tenced Canadian citizen Huseyin Celil to life
in prison for ‘“‘splittism’ and also for ‘‘being
party to a terrorist organization’ after hav-
ing successfully sought his extradition from
Uzbekistan where he was visiting relatives;

Whereas Chinese authorities have contin-
ued to refuse to recognize Mr. Celil’s Cana-
dian citizenship, although he was naturalized
in 2005, denied Canadian diplomats access to
the courtroom when Mr. Celil was sentenced,
and have refused to grant consular access to
Mr. Celil in prison;

Whereas a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson publicly warned Canada ‘‘not
to interfere in China’s domestic affairs”
after Mr. Celil’s sentencing; and

Whereas Mr. Celil’s case was a major topic
of conversation in a recent Beijing meeting
between the Canadian and Chinese Foreign
Ministers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that the Government of
the People’s Republic of China—

(1) should recognize, and seek to ensure,
the linguistic, cultural, and religious rights
of the Uyghur people of the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region;

(2) should immediately release the children
of Rebiya Kadeer from both incarceration
and house arrest and cease harassment and
intimidation of the Kadeer family members;
and

(3) should immediately release Canadian
citizen Huseyin Celil and allow him to rejoin
his family in Canada.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.



